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STATD.iENT

Fr om 1919, and pc.rticular ly from 1924, t hrco crit ico:l t e :"ritoriD..l

qucst.Lon s occupied :;.ttc:.:tion in r'.rQ rrl'l.-;'rlY .

Po.Li.sh Corr i dor ; the Icuhr and };lOIncl.

The s e v.c r-c t.no qucut.Lons of t he

t :-.t:.t these t.nrcc questions; o'..:tsti.'.r:-:li::g: : .::iong ~ .;1ici; 1'; ;:-. 5 the qucst.ion of the

Polish Cor-ridor, i f ucccaeery by force of

ar rns ,

of f i ce rs on th':: P')li.:,:; cuc st.Lon , J~ v.ar t o vzi.pc out t h;: de secration involved

Ec.s t Prues i.a 3 1. '.:~·_'01)1~(: .::d bv Polt-.nd and Li .t.huarria WD..S r ogcrdcd t s c. s c cr-cd d'L\ty

though a s ad necessity. 1':1).S ';;~S one of t.hc chie f r oe-s ons b ehi nd the

par tial ly seer ct rcc,rn1C'.J'1lc:~t, :"::ich b egan about t en years before !-lit-le I' c ame to

powe r- and ';;::.S a cccntuat.cd l.:.ui.c:!' i::azi rule .

Bef ore 19)~ - 1939 t he Gorr~n gcnor-oLs worc not opposed ·~. o Hitle r . Thoro

':c.s no r oc.sen t o oppose ~:5..t1cr since h·:: ;~rc:'uccd the r :. suLt s ~"hich they de s i red .

Af t ·:;r this tL1e some gd'.or .?.J..'3 bcgan t o c ondemn h.i.s met.hods and l ost confidcncc

i n tho powe r of his judgm:;!:t . However they f~il(,d :' s 0.. gr oun to t.cko any

definite s t a..nd aez·.inst Iii!::, althollc.h Q. f :;:;\,; of t hc:n tr:!.c c:. to do 80 a nd as a

r esult had to p;:y f or t.hd.s -..i.th t ~,:.:ir live s or t.hc i.r posd.t.ions ,

j C' ~;;..... . -' . ~ to recommend ~ succcsscr-• I

sugges t ed ('.oc:::-i:,S .' . ::1O -.':~.S :,i,c r r.nldnf, of',fi ccr , but Hitle r objected .be caus e of
• I

his lack of p[~tiC'nc~ t..l :C~ d ~.lj. gcncc . I vras r cp'laccd as Conmandor-d.n-Chdof of

the Armed Force s ::-:' J ; ..) o.Uicer , but Hit.ler pc r-cone.l I y took ov or- my f'unc ti.on a s

Com.'!landcr, . I(citel \'\<.'.3 rc.c ormcndcd b~' rn; c.::.; c:. Chef de bur-eau , As f'ar a s I know
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0: St.aff" under Hi t le r an d in eff ect conducted the a dmi.rus t.r'at i,vc

funct, ions of the 1·:ini s t r y of '.:[a r • 1\t my time Keitel VT.:'..S not opposed t o

opposite 1'.'0ul G l"!<:',vc led to A. ci v i.L ':;:;.1' , f or a t that tilT.C t.hc I!1.<? SS of the

b ct. wcon Hit l er and t he Arri'..c d Forces, a t hi ng which I mys..Lf dc s Lr-cd and 11c;1.d

.Hitl {; r and t.hcr-c f'cro WD.S quc1.l i f iod to bring about e. good undor-st.and .ing
I

I
i
I
I
J
I

f urthored as J.c i chsv!chrJl'.inister and R.:ichskricgrili.n::.st 0r . To do t ho

Corman pe opl e supportcd Hi.tLcr , Ib.ny ~T"; no Longer :,;i l ling t o r:cbi t t his .

But it is t ho trut l: .

As I hc ar~ , Keitel did not 0PPOS0 mlY of Bi t l or 1 s mJ~surcs .

c , vlillirlg t. oo'l. in Hit~:.: r 1 s hands for every one of.' his decis i ons .

He did not morsur c up to what, rni.ght have been cxpc ct.cd of hi m.

(Signed) . v , BlOi·:i3ERG

He became
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CITY OF NUREBERG: SS

Before !Tle , P.·Xi, ;.. 1:EtJL1J'JD : Ea j or , QEC, f,si-J 0-32,5720

&"1 officer (;.:.:... . :-::.:- ~_~.::icd to t .akc oat.hs , appear-ed Field 2i8.1' s h<::.1

~ . orJ tr..s.t the s13Ee was true on the 7th day

C O~l3L3-:'5.ng of t.wo pages i n the

of November 1945 . .1

I ; lI;J.,TFJ1. H. R:',PP; C.:-~pt :-.in, C(1v2..1ry, I,SE 0- 454231 , hereby

certify t .hat, :: :-: '1 t[;() !'oc: :.:llly oonv cr-scnt ,'ii t h the Engli sh and German

TRANSL'~TOR t S :~ :OT2 :

(SiGned) P<::.ul n. ~eul~d
PAUL }I., ImC:"'JJ;D
lit,jo!' QL:C
C- -;: '. ~ 5720

( T1:e above r.ckn ov.Lcdgmcrrt of oat. h appcarod in
t h0 original ~ :nglish)

CERTIFIC~',Tl:; OF TR;1'J3L.'!..'IO!~

OF DCCLr ':'':'i·;T

>.
l anguc.gc s; ,:-:0 t '..:-.t the: ,. ~b ovc is a true end correct t rans lat i on of '\.,

(Si gned) TIa l tor H. Rapp
;:;,LT:GR H. RiU'P
CC'.;JtC'.in C;,V
0-454231


