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STATEMENT

From 1919, and particularly from 1924, thrce eritical torritorial

questions occupicd attostion in Germany. Thesc verc the questions of the
Polish Corridor, the Ruhr and Mcemel,

I mysclf, as vell os the whole growns of Cerman staff officurs, belicved
thet these tirec questions, outstandine csmong wuhich was the qucstion of the
Polish Corridor, would nzwve to bo sebitlcd som: day, if nccsessary by force of
arms, About hinciy per cont of the Cormen puople were of tiw same mind as the
officers on the Palish cuestion, A war te wipe out the desceration involved l
in the ercation o2 She Dolish Corridor and to lessen the threat to scparated

East Prussia surrouncod by Poland and Lithuania was regarded €8 a szered duty

theugh & sad nceessity, This was onc of the chief regsons behind the
partially scerct rearmament vhich began zbout ten years bofore Hitler come to
povier and vias accentusted under Fazi rule,

Before 1933 - 1939 the Germean genorals werc not opposcd “o Hitler. There
Wes no recason to opposc Hitler sinec he produced the resulis which they desired,
After this time soms gencrels bogan to conderm his mothods and lost confidence
in the power of his judgmort., However they failcd os a groun to toke any
definitc stand ageinst him, althoush a fow of them tricd to do so and as a
rcsult had to pay for this with their lives or their positions.

Shortly before iy removal from the post of Commender-in-Chizf of the
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Armed Forecs in Jamvaryr 1932 Ritler asked mc to rocommend o successor. T
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suggested Cooring, o wrs Lhe renking officer, but Hitler objected bceause of

b

his lack of peticnec and diligcnec, I vias rcplaced as Commander-in-Chicf of
the Armed Forccs by- no officer, but Hitlor personallyr took over my function as
Commander, * Keitel was rocommended by me as 2 Chef deo burcau. As far as T know

he was nover named Comvandsr of the .rmed Forecs but was alweys mercly a "Chicf
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of Staff" under Hitler and in cffcct conducted the administrative

functions of the Ministry of Yfar, At my timec Kcitcl was not opposcd to

Hitler and thercfore was qualificd to bring about 2 good understanding

betwien Hitler and tiic Armed Forecs, a thing which I mysilf desircd and had
furthored as Rcichswchrministcr and Rcichskricgministor. To do the .
oppositce would have lcd te a eivil war, for at that time thc mess of the
Germen pcople supported Hitler, lany arc no longer willing to ~dmit this.
But it is the truth,

As I heard, Kcitcl did not opposc any of Hitlor's measurcs. He beeame
& willing tool in Hitlor's hands for cvery one of his docisions,

He did not meesurc up to what might have been cxnceted of him,

(Siencd) v, BLOVRERG
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Before mc, P.UL 4. NEULAND, Major, QMC, ASK 0-38572C
an officer dil-r ~ur’’ficd to take oaths, appsarsd Field larshel
WERNER von 2I..T”. %, to e morm, who in my preseunce sigacd the
foregoing "Ir'!fruns" (statcment) conzisbing of two pages in the
German languezc, o< ¢ ore that the same was true on the 7th day
of November 1945,
(Signed) Paul A. Neuland
PAUL 4, NEULLLD

Major QLC
C--575720

TRANSLATOR'S 'OTE: (The cbove ccknovledgment of oath anpcarcd in
the original in Inglish)

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLLTION
OF DCCU iT
I, WALTER H. RiPP, Ceptoin, Cavelry, 4SH 0-454231, hcroby
certify that I om thoroushly conversent with the English and German
langueges; o4 tlnt the obove is a truc and correcct translation of

Affidavit No.3.

(Signed) Walter H. Rapp
V.ALTZR H. RAPP
Ceptain CLV
0-45L231




