
10 November 1945

SUBJECT: Conversation with Scheidt

TO: Gene raJ Donov~n

Scheidt made t he followine; stA .t.p"""'n t . on the attitude of the Ger man General
Staff:

The General Staff may be divided into three groups. The numerically smallest
group sold out to Hitler dither because of conviction or because ·of ambition. As
exampLe s Schei dt named IGaTEL, JODL, RoE INIOn, GUDERIAN. The very la.rge second
gro~p rejected Hitler, occasionally offered SOQa resista.nce to him, but did not
find its way into illegitimA.cy. E.xampl~s: BRAUCHITSCH. HALDER, :.fANSTEIN, ZEITZLER,
GREIFFE}TBERG, HEUSING'ER, WAF.LIW)NT. The third group, by no means insignificant,
worked actively ~gainst Hitler. Most of this group are dead. Examples: BECK,
~~MERSTEIN, FRITSCH, SCEL~ICHE.n, Colonel von iRIESS, Count STAtITFENBERG , TRE5CKu
ana. 11Ib.::' ;'- ot:.cl'i>o The th; :ni. e.j:vup e t r ove l:l. lo~ tIme (l.t first for a political
creed, and finally obtained. it from civilian sources. Thoir difficulty has been t
overthNw Hitler within Ger many, and a t the same time to prot eat Germany from
coming under foreign control, especially from being flooded by the RussiA.nso The
plans of this group for ousting HitlAr took concrete'form for the first time in
1938. Then during the ent ire war ma ny scmewhat mor e concrete idea.s were discussed.
Th~ p l o t of 20 July was the last result.

Scheidt pointed out that in contrast to him, uulousen and Hoettel. pp.n~lA

like Diels an': ;:offmann are treated as guests of the Americans. Dieh ie the
founder of the GestqpO a nd from 1933 - 1944 ma de common caus e with Goerine. Dials
h Ims eLf toln t. l m (Scheid.t) t~at he knows the backgr-ound nf the Re i ch at ag fire.
Hoffmann, Hitler's photographer, inform~d him that he m~de 250 million marks
th::,ough Hitler.

On Saturday, 10 November 1945, I had an intervie"r with Scheidt. The length
of the interview ~as one hour and 15 minutes; tho~e preRent were Scheidt, Lt.
Sche Ldke r , Dr. von SchlEl-brendorff, and 8. guard.

T:aAUSLATION BY
Cpl. S~hnp'id·r

Scheidt expressed himself in very bitter worda about his trep.tment. For
three weeks now he bas been again imprisoned, although according to the officl~18

nothing is held :lgainst him. He pointed out th~.t he has been repeatedly assured
by the Americans that he would be released, and treated as a guest of the Americane.
All these promises have been broken. He has declared himself m13..ny timeR to be
ready to work together with the Americans. In prison of couree that is i mpossible.
If he were to be treated as a gue s t aE:A.in, he would be prepar-ed to draw up a written
s.nalyiis of the German General Staff. If he remains in pr I s on , he will make no
more statements. The same is true for Goneral LRhousen and Hoettel, who are also
in prison, although both have rendered many services to the Arneri Crl.nfll. They too

. have had l~s of promises made to them, none of which has been kept.

Finally Scheidt stated he is ready a t any time t r) discuss these questions with
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Conclusion: ,scheidt _.., .;:.:;v,;;;;" ~..r.ll k.,,:vws many details. He ic, :. ~itltQJ.·.ian.

a~d therefore withholds some of his knowledge . He r~s consioArable pride.

I chould like to submit for your consideration the suggestion t~~t Scheidt,
Lahous~n, ~nd HORttel be ralea5ad from prison &nd taken to a guesthouse. Bafore,
I would G3CUre an obligation from Scheidt to write the study a.nd a:l.a.lysis of the
German General Staff which he has promised. Because of Scheidt's nature, it ia
difficult to drEw important f'ac t e from h im in converss.t ion.

Isl yon Schlal';r:'endorff
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