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TRANSLATION BY
Cpl. Schneider

10 Nevember 1945
TO: General Donovan
FROM: Dr, von Sehlshrendorff

SUBJECT: Conversation with Scheidt

On Saturday, 10 November 1945, I had an interview with Scheidt. The length
of the interview wae one hour and 15 minutes; those present were Scheidt, Lt.
Scheidker, Dr, von Schlabrendorff, and & guard.

Scheidt expressed himself in very bitter wordes about hie treatment. TFor
three weeks now he has been again imprisoned, although according to the officials
nothing is held against him, He pointed out that he has been repeatedly assured
by the Americane that he would be released, and treated as a guest of the Americans,
All these prouises have been broken. Ho has declared himself many times to be
ready to work together with the Americans, In prison of course that is impossible,
If he were to be treated ae a guest agein, he would be prepared to draw up 2 written
analydis of the German General Staff, If he remains in prison, he will make no
more statements, The same is true for Ceoneral Lahousen and Hoettel, who are also
in prisom, although both have rendered many services to the Americana, They too
have had l¢es of promises made to them, none of which has been kept.

Scheidt pointed out that in contrast to him, Lahousen and Hoettel, peonla
1like Diels and Hoffmann are treated as gussts of the Americans., Diaels ie thne
founder of the Gestapo and from 1933 - 1944 made common cauee with Goering. Diels
- himself t0ld4 him (Scheidt) that he knows the backgromnd af the Reichstag fire,
Hoffmann, Hitler's photograzpher, informad him that he mede 250 million marke
through Hitler,

Scheidt made the following etatement nn the attitude of the German General
Staff:

The General Staff may be divided into three groupe. The numerically smallest
group sold out to Hitler either because of conviction or because of ambition. As
examples Scheidt named KXITEL, JODL, REINICYZE, GUDERIAN. The very large second
grovp rejected Hitler, occasionally offered soma resistence to him, but did not
find its way into illegitimacy. ZExamples: BRAUCHITSCH, HALDER, MANSTEIN, ZEITZLER,
GREIFFENBERG, HEUSINGER, WARLIMONT., The third group, by no means insignificant, )
worked actively against Hitler, Most of this group sare dead. Examples: BECK,
HAMMERSTEIN, FRITSCH, SCELEICHER, Colonel von KRIESS, Count STAUFFENBERG, TRRESCKO
and wany others. The thind group sirove a lexg time at first for a political
creed, end finally obtained it from civilian sourcee, Thoir difficulty hase been ¢
overthrow Hitler within Germany, and et the same time to proteat Germany from
coming under foreign control, especially from being flooded by the Russians. The
plans of this group for ousting Hitler took concrete form for the first time in
19238, Then during the entire war many somewhat more concrete ideas were discnased,
™a plot of 20 July was the last result.

Pinally Scheidt stated he is ready at any time to discuses these questions with
ae,



.

Conclusion: -Suheidt ic vlever and knows many details., He ils = historlan,
and therefore withholds some of his knowledge. He has considerable pride.

I should like to submit for your consideration the suggestion that Scheldt,
Lahousen, »nd Foattel be released from prison and taken to a guesthouse, Bafore,
I would sacure an obligation from Scheidt to write the study and anelysis of the
German General Staff which he has promised. Because of Scheidt's nature, it ie
difficult to draw important facte from him in conversstion.

/s/ von Schlabrendorff

Jes
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