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FEDERAL MINISTER Dr. SEYSS-INQUART

Vieana, 9 March 1938

Dear Mimister:

You (the familisr "Du" -- 2nd pers. Simg. is used threughout ——ed) .
have infermed me teday thet the Chamceller (Bundeskamzler) has decided
te carry out seme sert of plebiscite ea the 13th e¢f this month.

The Chanceller has charged yeu to cenvey his decisien te me., I feel
ebliged, therefore, te let you lmew my pesitien regariing this plan,
and ask you teo inferm the Chanceller te this effect.

_Tha plebiscite 1s based wpen Art. 93 ef the Cemstitulen, with
analogeus applicatien of the stipulatiens ef Art. 66 ff. Objeot of
the plebiscite is principally an avewal ef faith te Austria en the
basis ef the Constitutiom of 1924. I would like te remsrk in thie
respect that in my epinien a vete with the character ef a plebiscite
can mot be erdered at all in accerdance with Art. 93,

An epen negatien ef the guestien pesed ceuld, moreever, be con-

strued as high treasen. Im sdditiem, the plebiscite deals with @r{mup*‘i-‘: il



o

which pelitically preminent ferces and greups ef this coumtry
have declared themselves in agreement for seme time.

The purpese of this plebiscite 4is, therefore, net se much
a lolwgg;uﬂon of this State, as a pursuit of pelitical aims
ia the present situatien. The apparent and preminent sigaificance
of this plebiscite can only be considered in the fact that the
presesnt gorom;:t and the present situatiom are teo have a vete
of confidence. The refusal ef affirmatien ef the questien should
therefore be svalusted net as wbnrtin; but enly as a dissenting
epinien upon the basis ef the present State. I referred te this
conditien already during yesterday's conversatien with the Chanceller,
ia the ceurse of which I was generally informed about the intentiens
of the plebiscite, witheut metification ef further details er the date
en which this plebiscite was to take place.

In accordance with the duties incumbent upon me by reasen ef point
II, 3, ef the Berchtesgaden Agreements I new have examined the gues-
tions arising eut ef this plebiscite. The situatien is as fellews!
On the basis of my declarationf ef intemtienms, which I made public
on the fifth of this montk at Lins in agreement with the Leader
of the Fathorland Frent (Frentfushrer) snd Chamceller, the Natienal
Secislists expect their incorperatien imte the administrative and
p-olitical ergens of the State and the Frent. It i1s incemceivable
that the Natienal Seclalists will abamden their eppesitienal atti-

tude nd te the State, but te the present situatien, befere this



incerperatien has beem substantially carried eut. Simce they

new are unexpectedly and prematurely called te a vete which

dess net admit of aaything but an affirmative if the veter is

net te risk 9% being suspected ef intemtiems ef high tressen,

I feel obliged, in confermity with the duties incumbent wpen me,
and with regard to the responsibilities resting upon me as Minister
of the Interier andi Security, te demand the ebservation ef the
fellewing conditions fer this plebiscites

The veting is te be carried eut unifermly iz all Federal
States (Bundeslaeniern), supervised by the Mimister ef the Iaterier.
The Peoples' Pelitical Ceumsels (Velkspolitische Referatd) are te
send ene trustee to each of the ward commissions. The ballet 1is
te be secret. TFor this purpese a bdooth is previded. The dallet
will be returned in a sealed envelepe. The surrender of an empty
envelepe, or of an emvelepe uth{m ballet, or eof & ballet
with additiengl remarks concerning an affirmsative or negative vote,
are considered invelid and will be counted as such.

In the tallying eof the individuzl as well as of the tetal resulte
$he mumber of qualified veters, of actual voters, of affirmative,
negative, and invalid vetes will be shewn. The individual groups
will be free te disseminate campaign slegans in assemblies and
threugh leaflets. Nowhere will there be an attendance "en blec",
and en veting day any dememstratien cemceraing the plebiscite
will have te cease. The pretectien ef the vetimg precedure is

undsrtaken by the executive alens.



On the suppesitien that the veting will be carried oeut
in confermity with these cenditions, I am in & pesitien te agree
te it by reasem of the ebligations which are incumbent upen me
accerding te Paragraph 1I, 3, ef the Berchtesgaden Agreemont.
In that case I believe that I shall be able to guarantee, iz wy
eapacity as Security Minisgter, its peaceful pregress.

As I mentioened befere, it is here not a question of a funda-
mental identificatien with the State, but rather a statement of
position with regard to the government and present situatienm.
An affirmative attitude eof the Nationsl Socialists can enly be
counted upen, if the constitution ef the gevernment effers the
preregatives fer such a pesitive attitude en the part ef the
National Secialists.

I ask you te take the abeve iate censideration, and remain
with best regards

(Signed) Dr. SeyssbInguart m.p.

I cortify that the abeve is a ¥mme, cersect and cemplete trans-
latien frem German inte Imglish ef the erigimal decument,

fctids U,




