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JemUYI Beldved reliable

Bep0Et I Ita17'. ~cl&ration of war on Greece and tbe Ita11aa war ObJectivee•

.A:f'ter maeUM Petain in Montoire, Hitler went iDllD8d1ate17 t nONnae
to meet NU88olinl. Variou announoe nt. bad come while ntler val .'111 In
route to Bendqe whioh .howed tbat Ital7 val preparlDC to d olare war 'on Oreece.
Ritler and R1bbentrop vere ..nUl' cU7 A«&inat Itarllne uoh a war in the lta1
k8118, for at the verr time when Bitler vall oontemplating war on sla, tbeT
bad 110 dedre to eee trouble start up 1n the r'glon ot tbe Mpa"sea. ._
tbal 8S, Ritler retralned tro advhlnc Xugolini 8&&ln" uch a .tep.prob',.
ablT to avold 11'1'1' tll1& him. In cone.qulnol, MuB 11n1 et Bitler in nol'l ct
wi th the aD.D.ounoement that 1ta17 had declared wa1" on Greece.

Thi8 rather straJ188 tep 0 t Muss 11n1'. vas probab17 founded upon 10..' I .
tlence \iith Hitler'. practice of announc1ne important deoidonl to hil all
at the last min.te. or even after the actual steps had 'been taken. litllr
used this method because hi greatelt concern waG al~. to prevent littll
knowled&e of his intentione trom getting out to the enelllT, and ~ecau.e of hil \

" eference for lurprile. Bitllr bat great perlonal truet in Mu81 lini, but nQDI
t all in thou around hi , partioular17 the Itallan 1'07&1 oourt and tbe lUll

Qen ral staft. The longer the war went on. the tronger becB118 thie dletl'Ult:
he eontin 117 stigmatized these clrclel a. "traltoraW 1n 1943. 4 further
cil'C1lmstanc wae the preeenoe in Bame of the V. tiean. which BlUer and Bibbeu
trap regarded 8 the greatest center ot Ipl,uce in the world. The7 Wlrt!
afraid that any plan which became know in Bom would lmmedi 'e17 b. l'ITeal.d
t& per tlon in the Vatlcan where ccruntrtes at var with QermaD1 we" repre.ented.
Finally OermanT a sumed that all ~.legraphio communication. between the
Italian lor 19n MilUst!7 and the Italian lnlltriea and e balliee a'bDoad
w~r. being read by the enemy. !be Itallanl them,81ft. olearly did not. 1'....
lile this, and had. to be W riled later b) the J'oreign Office in Berlin.

The campaigll againet Oreece val part ot Ku88ol1ni ls ..bU10o plan to doJDinate
the Mediterrane area. including the lkan penllulula. It! bad alreac!7 ac
qUired a spring-board tor thipurpol. with the ~sion ot Alballia in April
1939, when the crow of 1ng Zo«, pal ad to the X1D& of I1oal7. Jul &8 the
invae1 0n of Albanla t that .t1 repre.ent.d the Due.'. d sire t ellUlate
·Bitter' 8 Il&1"ch on Precut. 10 this time MUloliD1'. reaolTe to extend hitl f 0

ho ld. on the Dalkan penin ul I quiok17 as po sible va pp&J'eJlt17 motiTat d
by the Q.,rman guarantee of Itwnanian boundaries, and the subsequent dispatch
of & Gemman mil1tar.1 m1 810n to BumanSa.
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The approximate extent of 1t&17'. territorial ambitions ln the M 41
terraneDan area ...a. outlined on a map glven b)" Oount Olano to Ribbent r p In
the 8 I' ot 1940. In the .....tern Mediterranean. the Ital1an goals were
11mited to Biee. TuDi.1a. and Cor.lea; ~UI11s1a was to be extended to the
weat and .outh. 80 that the entire eaetern Sahara would become It l1an.
In the ealtem Med1terranean area an enl reed Alban1a. 1noludil1& parts f
Greece. t.gather the coupation ot all the Ionian 1I1ands and extendon
.t control vel' tba Dadecan••• w • to as.ur. Ital1an hegemo~ 1n the Balkans.
while 1n the lear Ealt. Ital)" .0U&ht to take the terr1 tor1el of EDcland
ud lranee 1nclu41ug. Pale.tine. Syria and Iraq. The e oountries were to COD
tlnue a sore or lee8 independent exl.tenoe. but vere to be broUiht into re
lationship f dependence upon 1t&17 atter the Brltlsh pattern in Egypt and
Iraq,. Thu. the re of ac tual Itallan hegell1o~ in the New Boman Emplre
et which Mue.olini dreamed wal to Itretch from eastern Algeria 1n the vest.
fr Lake Chad t tba Somallland e It louth of lIb1 pia. "hile the land ma •
fr • Fc1Pt t. the PFlrdan Gul1' and the peninsula t the Balkans ....1'''' to be
under Ital1 dom1nat10n. When 1n 1941 Yugollavia aleo beoame a theater of
war. thi. program vas cone14erab17 expanded toward the Bortheast. althoU&h
the co'ura. of the war in AlbaD.la and Tripol1 had .howed within fev we k
that 1tal7 b7 no .ean. po•• 88ed the 811it&1'7 strength with which to attain
.uch extended polit1cal 1••

DurlJlC the fira' pbaae ' t the. oonfUct •• R1tl r atrict17 oblerved the prin
olple that Ital7 ~ te bave a free band in the Wediterranean. or at least
waa t be the unqualitied le del'. 81noe he considered Italy Germ&D1'a most
ll1portant allr and the Berl1n-Bome-A:d. the foundation of hi, foreign po
1107_ 0nl7 atter Japan had enter d the war val Ita17 dhplaoed as the chi t
&111 .t Oel'lDal17. • that flnal11l11tler' 8 polioy vas reduced t pr.serv1J18
MuaaellJl1'. prelUg • and at the end he bard17 tr ublad ev n to do that.


