OFFICE OF
UNITED STATES CEIEF OF COUNSEL
FOR PROSECUTION OF AXIS CRIMINALITY.

APO 403

13 Nov. 45

TO: Maj. Gen., Wm., J. Donovan, 2
FROM: Jehn H. Herz. 2 H 4 SR |
-SUBJECT: Statement by Rudolf Diels,

l« The witness, who was the first Gestape Chief under Geering,throughout

the Statementy tries to whitewash the defendant, Goering, and thereby indirectly -—
absolve himself from all respensibilities, “’

o)

2« In the following it is not intended to go inte any ef the statements 5 |
concerning Diels' persenal career, but enly inte those allegations which cen- '
cern matters of politics and which can be dispreved by decumentary evidence. &
However, the fact that the witness is generally biamsed in faver of Natienal
Socialism can already be seen from his intreductery remarks, Thus, en page 3
of the Statement he refers to pelitical excesses committed enly aczainst Nazis
in the time prier to 1933, and not to any excesses committed by Nazie them- ~
selves, His historical dissertations en pages 5 and 6 are likewise full of miegw
statements. Thus, it was von Papen, and net Schleicher, whe threw out the
Social Democratic Prussian regime; and it is very unlikely that Schleicher
ever considered a cealition consisting of Centrists, Secial Democrats and
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Communists. -
2

3. The main effert of the Statement on pages 7 follewing, is directed e 4
toward sheowing eor implying that Geering and the Gestapo devoted most eof their §1

activities to combating net their political eppenets but the SA and ether

forces connected with the Nazi Par ty. The allegation is made that the Gestape
was mostly composed of non-Nazi, unpolitical officials whe were secretly

eppesed to the Ehrty, further that the SA established concentratien camps against.
the will of Geering and his Geetapo, And, finally, that Geering enly in excep-
tienal, and net numereus, cases replaced Pruasian officials with the new Nazi ]
appointees. -

4, All these allegations can be disproved by documentary evidence. The
Gestapo was created as a new and independent branch ef the Prussian peolice
under the jurisdictien of Gsering as Prussian Interier Minister during the
first weeks of Goering's regime in Prussia} namely, at the end ef February, 1933%
and as "the individual persenal creatien ef the Minister President", (See
Gritzbach, Hermann Geering-Werk und Mensch, Munich, 4lst Editien, '42, p, 32,)

5 The thus established Gestapo was legalized by a Prussian law and decree by
Goering, beth of 26 April 1933, concerning the creatien o a Gestapes 0ffice
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(Preussische Gesetzsamrmlung 1933, p. 122; Ministerialblatt fuer innere Verwal-

tung 1933, p. 503). This disproves Diels' Statement (p.1l) to the effect th=t the
Gestapo with that name and as an independent organization wes established only

in Yovember, 1933, His allegation that the Gestapo staff consisted of "unpoliticzl"
officials is disproved by another statement by Goering's official biographer
Gritsbach (op. cit. p. 34),according to which old "fighters" from the SA end the SS
were immediately appointed to Gestepo positions: '"Under Diels! leadership, the
office in a surprisingly short time became strong and feared by all enemies of

the State as a Body ready to strike." (ibid, p.34, 35.)

_ 6. As to the establishment of concentraticn camps in Prussia which, according
" to Diels'! Statement, was due to the efforts of the SA as orposed to the intentions
of Goering =nd the Gestapo, Gritzbach (p. 36) affirme that the concentrati-n camps
were Goering's own invention. Agsinst Diels' allegations (p. 12 of the Statement)
to the effect thet Goering at Christmas, 1933, saw to it that 25,000 out of 20,000

concentration camp inmetes were dismissed, Gritzbach (p. 38) states that only 5,000
were dismissed at that time,

7. Again, Gritzbach states that upon Goering's trking over supreme power in
Prussias a complete change of the administrative persomnel tock ploce in that
country, in particular with regard te the politically important key positions and
the police in genersl, Thus, according to this ofiricial Nazi author, of 488
highest administrative officials in Prussia at the end of 1933 37Z had been
replaced by new appointees, 340 of whom were Nazis; and up to Mey, 1934 8,0C0 new
police appointees from the SA and similar organizations had been enlisted in thre
Prussiecn protective police force: Gritzbach (p. 31, 48, 54,) Instead of "opposing®
the SA, as Diels asserts, Goering, right from the beginning, used this organization
as much as he could as an instrument for waging a campaign of terror against his
political opponents. Thus, he employed the SA as an auxiliary police force very

early in February, 1933 in order to combat Communists and other political opponents
(Gritzbvach p. 44 & 45),

8. The fact that Goering, far from directing his main political efforts against
other parts of the Nazi movement, devoted all of his efforts tcward eliminating
political opponents in Prussia can be documented abundantly, hus, a number of
directives issued by Goering in his capacity as Frussian Interior Minister esrly
in 1933 order the police toc apply the law, in particular the new emergency decrees.
iesued for combating leftist oppositicn, in a way which would fevor the Nazis and
other nationalistic parties and orgarnizations snd would strike without mercy against
the groups and perties opposed to the new Hitler Government, For instence, & Goering
directive of Feb, 10, 193% (M.Biv, 1933, p. 148) adviced all his subordinates to
apply the Presidential decree of Feb. 4, which had provided for sharp restrictinsns,
‘of freedom of speech, assembly and the presg, exclnsively against the orposition
parties and not at all agrinst the parties znd groups which brczed the new goverrment,
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