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ATROCITIES AND OTHER CONDITIONS IN CON-
CENTRATION CAMPS IN GERMANY

To the Senate and House of Representatives:

Before relating the conditions found by the joint committee which
recently visited Germany to investigate atrocities in concentration
camps in that country, the committee desires to inform the Senate
and House of Representatives the basis upon which the investigation
was undertaken and the procedure by which Members representing
the two Houses were designated.

The trip to Europe was wholly unexpected on the part of all those
who made it. It was a mission undertaken with a view to the possible
performance of a service to the Congress, to the American people, and
to the cause of peace. .

On April 20, at about noon, two representatives from the Office of
the Chief of Staff called upon the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives and the majority leader of the Senate and laid before them a
cablegram received by Gen. George C. Marshall from Gen. Dwight D.
Eisenhower, Commander in Chief of the Allied Forces in the European
theater of the war, which cablegram was as follows:

From: General Eisenhower.
To: General Marshall. .

We are constantly finding German camps in which they have placed political
prisoners where unspeakable conditions exist. From my own personal observa-
tion, I can state unequivocally that all written statements up to now do not
paint the full horrors. __

In view of these facts, you may think it advisable to invite about 12 con-
gressional leaders and 12 leading editors to see these camps. If so, I shall be
glad to take these groups to one of these camps. Such a visit will show them
without any trace of doubt the full evidence of the cruelty practiced by the
Nazis in such places as normal procedure.

=
A similar invitation is being sent to similar representative British groups.

General Marshall requested these representatives to. contact both
Houses, in the manner above-mentioned, for the purpose of arranging
the designation of their respective Members to make this investi-
gation with all the promptness possible.

In order that they might arrive at the scene of the atrocities which -
General Eisenhower desired the committee to view in person as soon
as possible, it was stated that the group would be expected to leave
Washington on Sunday morning, April 22.

These concentration camps had been uncovered by the advancing
Allied armies, and the conditions were such as to make it compulsory
that they be cleaned up as rapidly as possible, and therefore such
committee as might be designated would of necessity have to arrive
on the scene and make such personal investigation as they might think
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