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ATROCITIES AND OTHER CONDITIONS IN CON­
CENTRATION CAMPS IN GERMANY 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 
Before relating the conditions found by the joint committee which 

recently visited Germany to investigate atrocities in concentration 
camps in that country, the committee desires to inform the Senate 
and House of Representatives the basis upon which the investigation 
was undertaken and the procedure by which Members representing 
the two Houses were designated. 

The trip to Europe was wholly unexpected on the part of all those 
who made it. I t was a mission undertaken with a view to the possible 
performance of a service to the Congress, to the American people, and 
to the cause of peace. 

On April 20, at about noon, two representatives from the Office of 
the Chief of Staff called upon the Speaker of the House of Repre­
sentatives and the majority leader of the Senate and laid before them a 
cablegram received by Gen. George C. Marshall from Gen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, Commander in Chief of the Allied Forces in the European 
theater of the war, which cablegram was as follows: 

From: General Eisenhower. 
To: General Marshall. 

We are constantly finding German camps in which they have placed political 
prisoners where unspeakable conditions exist. From my own personal observa­
tion, I can state unequivocally that all written statements up to now do not 
paint the full horrors. _ 

In view of these facts, you may think it advisable to invite about 12 con­
gressional leaders and 12 leading editors to see these camps. If so, I shall be 
glad to take these groups to one of these camps. Such a visit will show them 
without any trace of doubt the full evidence of the cruelty practiced by the 
Nazis in such places as normal procedure. ,_ 

A similar invitation is being sent to similar representative British groups. 

General Marshall requested these representatives to. contact both 
Houses, in the manner above-mentioned, for the purpose of arranging 
the designation of their respective Members to make this investi­
gation with all the promptness possible. 

In order that they might arrive at the scene of the atrocities which ' 
General Eisenhower desired the committee to view in person as soon 
as possible, it was stated that the group would be expected to leave 
Washington on Sunday morning, April 22. 

These concentration camps had been uncovered by the advancing 
Allied armies, and the conditions were such as to make it compulsory 
that they be cleaned up as rapidly as possible, and therefore such 
committee as might be designated would of necessity have to arrive 
on the scene and make such personal investigation as they might think 

1 

^"^tf^'tv^" 



2 CONDITIONS IN CONCENTRATION CAMPS IN GERMANY 

proper while the conditions were as fresh and unchanged as possible 
following the occupation of these areas by our armed forces. 

As will be seen from the cablegram, General Eisenhower also sug­
gested the appointment of a similar committee from among the news­
papers and other publishers of the country, in order that they might 
have a similar opportunity to investigate these conditions which 
prompted General Eisenhower's request. During our interview with 
him at his headquarters in Europe, he advised us that when he visited 
one of those concentration camps, which will be referred to later, he 
was so horrified at what he found that he felt it incumbent upon him 
to request that the committee mentioned should come at once and see 
conditions as they were. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives and the majority 
leader of the Senate at once set about to consult with the minority 
leaders of the two respective Houses, with a view of designating a 
representative committee to respond to General Eisenhower's request 
with all promptitude. The minority leaders of the House and Senate, 
respectively, were immediately conferred with, with a view to their 
cooperation in the selection of such a joint committee. 

I t was agreed that six Members from each House would be desig­
nated, to be equally divided between the majority and minority 
parties in both Houses. While the Senate was in session for a short 
period on Friday, the 20th, the matter had been brought to the atten­
tion of the two Houses so unexpectedly that it was impossible to do 
more on that day than discuss the matter informally because of the 
contemplated wreek-end recess of both Houses and because, if the 
committee were to depart on Sunday, the 22d, as desired, it would be 
impossible £o wait until the following week, either for the purpose of 
taking formal action in the two Houses of Congress or to consult more 
leisurely with respect to the personnel of the joint committee. 

Under these circumstances,, it was agreed that the membership 
representing both Houses should be immediately named, in order 
that the mission might go forward without delay. In appointing the 
Members of the House of Representatives, the Speaker indicated his 
desire to have representation from three of the House committees, 
namely, Foreign Affairs, Military Affairs, and Naval Affairs. But 
this suggestion was informal, and there was no definite agreement as 
between the two groups as to what committees should be represented. 
On the whole, however, this arrangement was followed. 

During the afternoon and evening of Friday, the 20th, and Satur­
day morning, the 21st, the majority and minority leaders of the Senate \ 
frequently conferred as to the personnel of the Senate portion of the 
joint committee. During the morning of the 21st, the minority 
leader of the Senate, the Senator from Maine, Mr. White, advised the 
majority leader he was ready to recommend, on the part of the 
minority, the Senator from Illinois, Mr. Brooks, the Senator from 
Nebraska, Mr. Wherry, and the Senator from Massachusetts, Mr. 
Saltonstall. 

The majority leader of the Senate asked the Senator from Georgia, 
Mr. George, acting chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and the Senator from Utah, Mr. Thomas, chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs, to become members of the Senate group; and he 
sought to have the Senator from Massachusetts, Mr. Walsh, chairman 


