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Bricf of
Interrogotion of Dr Fricdrich RAINER
Gauleiter and Member of the Illegal Nazi Party in Austria,

made by '
Colonel Curtis I, 'illiams, IGD

On 6 Nove 1945, PM

Dr Friedrich RAINER was interrogated concerning his activities in
the Illegal Nazi Party in Austria previous to the Anschluss and, in ad-

dition thereto, his dutics as Gauleiter of Kaernten, which included a
part of Upper Italy.

In regard to the first part of the interrogation concerning his
action as an illegal Nozi in Austria previous to the Anschluss, Dr
Raincr testifies that he was a member of the illegal Nazi Party and a
collaborator of Major Klausner, Dr Muhlmenn, Tavs, Leopold, Seyss-
Inquart, and others of the radical National Soecialists; that on the
afternoon of March 8, 1938, when Chancellor Schuschnigg informed Seyss-
Inquart that he, Schuschnisg, intended to hold a plebecite in Austria,
Scyss~Inquart wrotc 2 letter addressed to Zernata, Secretary of State
in the Schuschnigg Government, and sent a copy of this letter on the
norning of the 9th to Hitler by special messenger, Globocnik; that
Globocnik delivered the letter-to Hitler is confirmed by another testi-
mony of Glaise von Horstenau vhich has already bcen made knovm.  He
testificd further thot on the night of 10 March 1938, Globocnik returned
to Vicnna from a visit with Hitler and that he delivered to Scyss-
Inquart a message from Hitler which stated that whatever action the Nation-
al Socialist Party in Austria took toward thc Schuschnigg Government,
would be backed by the Germman Reich and the Fuchrer pzrsonally. Subse-
quently, by mid-morning of March 11, 1938, Glaise von Horstenau rcturned
from Berlin with 2 message from Hitler and Goering to the cffect that
Schuschnigg must call off the plebecite or else serious trouble would
developcs  Klausner, when informed of this, summoncd a mceting of
Seyss-Inquart, Glaise Horstenau, Rainer, Muhlmann, Jury, Tavs, and other
prominent lcading National Soclalists and, at the conference, liajor
Klausner informed Seyss-Inquart and Glaise Horstenau that they must
approach Schuschnigg and inform him that if he did not call off the
plebccite then Seyss=Inquart and Glaisc Horstenau must perforce resign
from the Schuschnigg ldinistry. Seyss-Inquart and Glaise Horstenau
ngreed and went to approach the Chancellor and, while on the way, they
received this subsequent message from the German Reich which demended
that Schuschnigg call of thc plebecite or else Germany would invade.

Rcgarding the ineidents which happened further between the Reich
Covernment and the Austrian Government, Raincr can only testify from
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hearsay cxccpt that on the night of March 11, 1938, between the hours of
1900 and 2000, he sent a message to all the Gauleitcrs of the illegel
National Socialist Party in Austria and informed them that thcy were ob-
liged to approach the Landeshauptmenn of the respective arcas and take
over from them the authopity which they had previously had and ~ssume it
in the neme of the National Socialist Party in Austria.  “Then questioned
as to his authority for the sending of this teclegram to the Gauleitcrs,
Dr Raincr testified that the only rcason he had was that he had bcen in-
formed by Seyss-Incquort that hic, Seyss-Incusrt, would be appointed Chan-—
cellor soon and, furthcr, inasnuch as the Notional Socialist Party at
this time was the strongest perty in ‘ustris and that the amcergency then
existing callcd for immediatc action rnd that he, Rainer, was in a
position to sccure thot immediate acticn and thercfore took this means

to settle thc conditions in Austria. However, he acdmitted that the then
Chancellor of Austria was still Kurt von Schuschnigg and that his action
in regard to this incident wes without authority., It proved later that
the backing which he had frop the Reilch Govermment was powerful cnough
that he ran into no trouble ..nccrning the decision thot he had mode at
this timec,

In regard to his activitics as Gauleciter of Kaernten, which in-
cluded a part of Upper Italy, he testificd that the German Reich wes very
satisfied with t hc way in which he ran his Gau and that hc never allowed
Sauckel, although Sauc!icl often insistced that hc deport pecople from
Raincr'!s Gau to Germany as forced laborers, to forcibly teke people from
his Gou to Germany as laborers, Rainer testificd that he was successful
in getting more people through voluntary meons to go to Germany and work
than Sauckel ever sccured through forced deportation. He further tosti-
ficd that he was aware that Sauckel did, in other Gaus in Italy, forcibly
deport individuals to Gemany as laborers.

Regarding thc partisan activities in that part of his Gaw which wes
included in Italy and Jugoslavia, he mentioned that the atrocitics com-
mitted there were all committed by the Army and SS Police forces and not
under his jurisdiction and of which he could do nothing about. He ad-
mitted that the SS did on several occasions burn houses and murder pcoplc
in the houses from which cert~in police forces had been attacking, but
disclaimed any authority for control of such activitics,

The interrogation will continue,



