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Brief of 
Interrogation of Dr Friedrich RAINER 

Gauleiter and Member of the Illegal Nazi Party in Austria» 

made by 
Colonel Curtis L3 Williams, IGD 

• On 6 Nov. 194$, PM 

Dr Friedrich RAINER was interrogated concerning his a c t i v i t i e s in 
the I l l e g a l Nazi Party in Austria previous to the Anschluss and, in ad
di t ion the re to , his duties as Gauleiter of Kaernten, which included a 
part of Upper I t a l y . 

In regard to the f i r s t part of the interrogat ion concerning his 
act ion as an i l l e g a l Nazi in Austria previous to the Anschluss, Dr 
Rainer t e s t i f i e s tha t he was a member of the i l l e g a l Nazi ^ar ty and a 
collaborator of Major Klausner, Dr Muhlmann, Tavs, Leopold, Seyss-
Inquart, and others of the r ad ica l National Soc i a l i s t s ; tha t on the 
afternoon of March 8, 1938, when Chancellor Schuschnigg informed Seyss-
Inquart that ' he, Schuschnigg, intended to hold a plebeei te in Austria, 
Seyss-Inquart wrote a l e t t e r addressed to Zernata, Secretary of State 
in the Schuschnigg Government, and sent a copy of t h i s l e t t e r on the 
morning of the 9th to Hi t ler by .specia l messenger, Globocnik; tha t 
Globocnik delivered the l e t t e r - t o Hi t ler i s confirmed by another t e s t i 
mony of C-laise von Horstenau which has already been made known. He 
t e s t i f i e d fur ther t h a t on the night of 10 March 1938, Globocnik returned 
to Vienna from a v i s i t with Hit ler and tha t he delivered to Seyss-
Inquart a message from Hit ler which s ta ted tha t whatever action the Nation
a l Social is t Party in Austria took toward the Schuschnigg Government, 
would bo backed by the German Reich and the Fuehrer personal ly . Subse
quently, by mid-morning of March 11, 1938, Glaiso von Horstenau returned 
from Berlin with a message from Hi t ler and Goering to the effect t ha t 
Schuschnigg must c a l l off the plebeei te or e lse serious t rouble would 
develope. Klausner, when informed of t h i s , summoned a meeting of 
Seyss-Inquart, Glaise Horstenau, Rainer, Muhlmann, Jury, Tavs, and other 
prominent loading National Soc ia l i s t s and, at the conference, Major 
Klausner informed Seyss-Inquart and GLaise Horstenau tha t they must 
approach Schuschnigg and inform him tha t i f he did not c a l l off the^ 
plebeeite then Seyss"-Inquart and Glaise Horstenau must perforce resign 
from the Schuschnigg Ministry. Seyss-Inquart and Glaise Horstenau 
agreed and went to approach the Chancellor and, while on the way, they 
received t h i s subsequent message from the German Reich which demanded 
that Schuschnigg c a l l of the plebeei te or e lse Germany would invade. 

Regarding the incidents which happened fur ther between the Reich 
Government and the Austrian Government, Rainer can only t e s t i f y from 
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hearsay except tha t on the night of March 11, 1938, between the hours of 
1900 and 2000, he sent a message to a l l the Gauleiters of the i l l e g a l 
National Socia l is t Party in Austria and informed them tha t they were ob
l iged to approach the Landeshauptmann of the respective areas and take 
over from them the author i ty which they had previously had and assume i t 
in the name of the National Socia l i s t Party in Austr ia . 'Then questioned 
as to his author i ty for the sending of t h i s telegram to the Gaulei ters , 
Dr Rainer t e s t i f i e d tha t the only reason he had was that he had been in 
formed by Seyss-Inquart tha t ho, Seyss-Inquart, would be appointed Chan
ce l lo r soon and, further, inasmuch as the National Social is t Party at 
t h i s time was the strongest party in. '.u s t r i a and tha t the emergency then 
exis t ing ca l led for immediate action and tha t he, Rainer, was in a 
pos i t ion to secure tha t immediate action and therefore took t h i s means 
to s e t t l e the conditions in Austr ia t However, he admitted that the then 
Chancellor of Austria was s t i l l Kurt von Schuschnigg and tha t his act ion 
in regard to t h i s incident was without au thor i ty . I t proved l a t e r tha t 
the backing which he had fror the Reich Government was powerful enough 
that he ran in to no trouble „.ncerning the decision that he had made at 
t h i s t ime. 

In regard to his a c t i v i t i e s as Gauleiter of Kaernten, which i n 
cluded a part of Upper I t a l y , he t e s t i f i e d that the German Reich was very 
sa t i s f i ed with t h e way in which he ran his Gau and tha t he never allowed 
Sauckel, although Saucltol often ins i s t ed tha t he deport people from 
Rainer rs Gau to Germany as forced laborers , to forcibly take people from 
his Gau t o Germany as l abore rs , Rainer t e s t i f i e d that he was successful 
in get t ing more people through voluntary means to go t o Germany and work 
than Sauckel ever secured through forced deportat ion. He further t e s t i 
fied tha t he was aware t ha t Sauckcl did, in other Gaus in I t a l y , forcibly 
deport individuals t o Germany as l abore rs , 

Regarding the par t i san a c t i v i t i e s in that part of h is Gau which was 
included in I t a l y and Jugoslavia, he mentioned tha t the a t r o c i t i e s com
mitted there were a l l committed by the Army and SS Police forces and not 
under his j u r i sd i c t i on and of v/hich he could do nothing about. He ad
mitted tha t the SS did on several occasions burn houses and murder people 
in the houses from which cer ta in police forces had been at tacking, but 
disclaimed any author i ty for control of such a c t i v i t i e s , 

The interrogat ion w i l l continue, 


